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Thursday April 11, 
~ 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, 
Haverhill campus Spurk 
Building (C), Mini trans- 
fer fair. Nine Colleges © 
and Universities will be 
in attendance. 


Thursday April 11, 

11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
Traditional Romanian 
Dance Troupe will per- 
form at NECC’s Hartleb 
Tech Center. 


_ Monday, April 15, 
NECC campus closed in 
observance of Patriot’s 
Day 


Tuesday, April 16, 

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Hartleb Technology 
Center parking lot. 11th 
Annual Electronic Recy- 
cling Event on Campus. 


April 17, 

12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Haverhill Campus, 
Spurk (C) Building. 
C-201. Lunch and Learn, 
Organizational Analysis 


Friday April 19, 
Last Day to drop from: 
Session II classes. 


April 23, . 
11:30 am to 1:30 pm, 
Lawrence Campus 
El-Hefni Building. The 
Impact of Trauma Infor- 
mation Table. 


Fresh flavors 


Photo Courtesy Lawrence Partnership 


Angie Jimenez, owner of Bocaditos, the new occupant of the Revolving Test Kitchen in Lawrence. 
Bocaditos is now open for business at NECC’s 420 Common St. building in Lawrence 


Bocaditos debuts on Lawrence campus 


By Bryce GRANT 


Correspondent 

Bocaditos LLC brings fresh 
Latin flavor to NECC’s Lawrence 
campus. On the comer of 420 
Common St. in Lawrence, the 
Revolving Test Kitchen (RTK) is 
in partnership with NECC to help 
develop new restaurant talent in 
the city. Angie Jimenez, own- 
er and chef of Bocaditos LLC, 
shares her experience so far and 
what’s new to come to the menu. 

Jimenez, a single mother of 
four, moved to Lawrence perma- 
nently from the Dominican Re- 
public in the early ‘90s. Her pas- 
sion for cooking began with her 
mother and aunt. “I helped them 
start their own little diner, about 
20 some years ago, here in Law- 
rence. They ran it and I helped 
and that’s when I started to see I 
liked it.” 

“Then I watched the movie 
Julie and Julia and I really fell in 
love, so I decided to go to school 
after that.” Jimenez graduated 
from Le Cordon Bleu of Culinary 
Arts in Boston and truly began to 


pursue her dreams. “I was in the 
business (of catering) a while al- 
ready but I wanted to have more 
techniques and learn more,” she 
says. 

Along with the new store lo- 
cation, Jimenez also owns a ca- 
tering business under the same 
name, Bocaditos LLC. “I special- 
ize in appetizers, but I’m trying 
like a fresh, homemade style with 
a Latin twist with Bocaditos” 
Jimenez says. “Mainly I use nat- 
ural ingredients. I try to use it all 
fresh, as much as I can.” 

According to Jimenez, open- 
ing Bocaditos was not what she 
expected. “I’m used. to catering 
and working with a client and 
customizing,” Jimenez recalls, 
“Tt’s more relaxed in a way.” 

“Even though I love creat- 
ing food, when you come to a 
restaurant, you have to produce 
everyday. It’s difficult when you 
have to deal with so many com- 
ponents.” 

Jimenez had quickly realized 
what a large menu and small staff 


equal up to, a lot of stress. “I had 
so many things when I started, 
but you start seeing reality, it was 
too much, so I’m simplifying,” 
she says. 

Jimenez is perfecting her line 
of pastelitos, or empanadas. Her 
personal favorite, Jimenez men- 
tions she makes her own dough 
and uses all nontraditional stuff- 
ing. “To me, it’s my pride and 
joy.” One of the five breakfast 
pastelitos includes the Early Bird: 
black forest ham, scrambled eggs 
and gouda cheese. Her six lunch 
pastelitos include The Caprese: 
fresh tomato, mozzarella cheese, 
basil pesto and reduced balsamic. 

Jimenez also wants to intro- 
duce a line of healthy style bowls 
with a Spanish twist. “I’m play- 
ing with the ingredients but the 
base is the same, quinoa, white 
rice or black beans with unique 
herbs and spices.” Bocaditos also 
offers homemade desserts and 
paninis. “I try to mix different 
cheeses or experiment with ingre- 
dients. I have an item with mango 

Continued on page 9 


Tuesday April 16th, 
Student Center room 
106. 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p-m. NECC student and 
children’s author | dis- 
cusses his works for au- 
tism awareness. 


Wednesday, April 
17th. 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 
in room C115 


| Spurk building, Dr. Ara 


Jeknavorian gives his 
presentation on the Ar- 
menian Genocide. 


Thursday, April 25th, 
6:00 pm, Lawrence 
Public Library, 51 Law- 
rence Street. Author 
about her work “In the 
Time of Butterflies.” 


Thursday April 25th, 
11:00 am. to 12:00 
p-m. or 12:30 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m., in the NECC 
Sports and Fitness Cen- 
ter. Wheelchair frizbee 
returns! 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
_ 45 Franklin St. main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
psi phone. Extension 3333 
‘om any campus phone on 
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Meme mania as politics grapples with social media 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The rise of social media may 
prove to have one of the largest 
impacts on politics of our age. 
Though rallies and advertise- 
ments continue to be staples of 
campaigning, and are not likely 
to become outmoded any time 
soon, the Internet has become a 
priceless means of engagement 
with both the voting public and 
between candidates and activ- 
ists, their support and opposi- 
tion. 

What is a meme? It may 
sound like a silly question to 
someone born and raised with 
access to social media, but what 
constitutes a meme is actually 
quite broad and open to inter- 
pretation. Oxford dictionary lists 
two definitions of the word, the 
more commonly understood be- 
ing: “An image, video, piece of 
text, etc., typically humorous in 
nature, that is copied and spread 
rapidly by Internet users, often 
with slight variations.” 

While this definition fits best 
with the common practice of po- 


litical memes, that is to say im- 
ages that either give support to 
or mock a candidate, group, or 
platform, memes as propagan- 
da may be best described using 
the Oxford Dictionary’s primary 
definition of the phrase: “An el- 
ement of a culture or system of 
behaviour passed from one indi- 
vidual to another by imitation or 
other non-genetic means.” 

There are three tiers of po- 
litical social media engagement 
which will be explored and dis- 
cussed here. They are the inter- 
personal, the organizational, and 
the public figure tiers. 

At the interpersonal level, 
memes are shared between in- 
dividuals, or a private person 
shares a meme with their friends 
or followers. While a great many 
of these are confined to particu- 
lar subcultures or communities, 
which can and do become insular 
to a degree, there is an ever-ex- 
panding library of relatively uni- 
versal memes which circulate 
social media. Such characters 
as Wojak, Pepe the Frog, and 
Doge have become templates for 
messages of every variety, from 
the wholesome and tame to ex- 
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treme to intentionally ridiculous. 

Just emerging at the time of 
this article is a meme that has yet 
to take on a single name, being a 
variant of Pepe the Frog. Known 
as Honk Honk, or Clown Pepe, 
which features a poorly drawn 
Pepe wearing a rainbow wig and 
large red nose. This cartoon char- 
acter seems to mostly represent 
a nihilistic attitude of amused 
indifference. “The world has de- 
volved into a parody of itself, so 
all that’s left is to laugh.” Though 
not as explicit in its politics as 
many memes, the Clown Pepe 
does carry a tone of dissociation 
and mockery of perceived run- 
away Social Justice. It is a single 
image or format such as this that 
becomes part of a shared vocabu- 
lary and subculture across social 
media platforms, expanded upon 
and messed with by individuals. 
Above all else, the image must 
be shared between friends and 
social circles to promulgate it. 
This drive to. be spread means 
that memes can end up being 
created and shared within almost 
any community. 

Making memes has been, and 
is still by vast majority, simply 
an endeavor of enjoyment or dis- 
traction, by its nature not usually 
serious or with a specific goal in 
mind. However, the concept of 
Information Warfare has entered 
the public consciousness. Since 
the cultural chaos of the “Great 
Meme War of ‘16,” it is difficult 
to imagine a campaign season 
without a firestorm of clever, stu- 
pid, or just plain bizarre memes 
for and against every candidate. 
There is evidence that some cam- 
paigns are even taking this a step 
further. 

The second tier of memes in 
politics is the intentional use 
and manipulation of meme cul- 
ture for a specific cause. Hence 
comes the curious case of the 
#yanggang. Begun as a nickname 
for supporters of 2020 Democrat- 
ic presidential candidate Andrew 
Yang, the meme largely revolved 
around his proposed Universal 
Basic Income, which would allot 


$1,000 a month to every citizen. 

Ironically,. many of the me- 
mes to come from #yanggang 
were similar in their message to 
Honk Honk, in that they were 
often nihilistic, and largely sar- 
castic in their support for Yang, 
serving more as a vehicle for a 
disillusioned sect of the right to 
criticize Trump. “The choice is 
now between losing the culture 
war, or losing the culture war and 


-getting $1,000 bucks a month 


from the Government.” 

Though the meme did catch 
on and have a fair amount of or- 
ganic growth, the #yanggang lost 
it’s thunder in wider social media 
almost as quickly as it appeared. 

This was due to two primary 
reasons. The first, being that be- 
cause Yang’s campaign embraced 
the title and the hashtag, Yang 
had to specifically address the 
politically edgy and intentionally 
offensive and provocative con- 
tent creators, telling them that 
“for anyone with this agenda, we 
don’t want your support... You 
are not welcome in this cam- 
paign.” While sensible and likely 
inevitable an action, this caused 
much of Yang’s soft support and 
indifferent or ironic meme cre- 
ators to drift off to find some- 
thing else to post about. The sec- 
ond reason is that a thread posted 
to 4chan’s /politically incorrect/ 
board claimed that #yanggang 
had been an orchestrated “shil- 


’ ling” (misinformation and/or de- 


moralization) campaign against 
Donald Trump’s online support 
base. True or not, there is reason 
to believe this accusation played 
a part in taking the wind out of 
#yanggang’s sails. 

The third tier of memes in 
politics is involvement by and 
of social figures. On April 4th, 
President Donald Trump shared 
a satirical edit of Joe Biden’s 
statement in which the former VP 
smells his own hair, parodying 
his “odd” behavior around wom- 
en on stage. This tweet garnered. 
mixed reactions from his support. 
Some believing it unprofessional 
and unbecoming of the Presi- 


dent, while others were amused 
by what many have simply come 
to accept as Trump being Trump. 
Such instances are not uncom- 
mon, as public figures now have 
access to a near endless fount of 
material with which to support 
their friends, deride their naysay- 
ers and mock their opponents. 
President Trump has proven 
himself fond of sharing memes 
created by supporters. 

As outlandish as the Presi- 
dent’s twitter habits may seem, 
he may well simply be ahead 
of the curve. While his tweets 
demonstrate a sense of humor 
and manner of wit that strikes 
a chord with some, his past op- 
ponents have done much of the 
work for him in displaying how 
out of touch they are with the 
fledgling online culture. 

2016’s election was filled 
with candidate Hillary Clinton’s 
woefully fake-sounding attempts 
at appearing hip, which itself 
became something of a running 
joke throughout the election. 
“More like Chillary Clinton 
amirite?” and “Tell us how you 
feel about college debt in three 
emojis or less” were basically 
pre-packaged parodies of some- 
one trying to sound like they 
know social media. 

This is the double edged 
sword that is politicians, and 
celebrities in general, trying to 
engage with internet culture. 
If done well, it can be a potent 
tool to mock opponents and call 
them out in a way they cannot 
easily rebut, but if done poorly 
the politician posting can quick- 
ly become the punchline, much 
to their own detriment. 

Internet culture is in its for- 
mative years still, and it remains 
to be seen what the lasting im- 
plications in politics and culture 
will be, but if one thing is sure, 
it’s that the candidates of the 
future will have to either be So- 
cial Media savvy themselves, or 
have people close at hand who 
are. 
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By ALExis FONTAINE 
Opinion Editor 
For the 2020 presi- 
dential election there are 
currently 18 Democrat- 
ic candidates running. 
At the forefront of this 
crowded election pool 
many people look to for- 
mer Vice President Joe 
Biden as one of the leaders. 
That being said how- 
ever, while many hopeful 
Democrats look to Biden 
as a change for the fu- 
ture, there seems to be 
one rather big problem. 
While you could de- 
scribe Biden as many 
things, overwhelmingly 
many women are describ- 
ing Joe Biden as being 
just a little too handsy... 


Opinion 
() observer.necc.mass.edu Ej @theneccobserver Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


Joe Biden: Post Me Too 


Are we overlooking the big picture? 


In 2014, at a campaign 
event for the race for Ne- 
vada lieutenant governor, 
then 35-year-old woman 
Lucy Flores describes her 
encounter with Biden to 
The Cut Magazine as leav- 
ing her feeling “uneasy, 
gross, and_ confused.” 

She describes. then 
Vice President Biden in- 
haling the smell of her 
hair and planting a kiss 
on the back of her head. 

Amy Lappos of Con- 
necticut, described to the 
Hartford Courant an en- 
counter in 2009 where 
she said, “He put his hand 
around my neck and pulled 
me in to rub noses with me. 
When he was pulling me 
in, I thought he was going 


to kiss me on the mouth.” 

It should be noted how- 
ever that she also said, 
“Tt wasn’t sexual, but he 
did grab me by the head.” 

While no one has ac- 
tually accused Joe Biden 
of sexual misconduct 
yet, just a general feel- 
ing of ‘icky’ after his 
presence, this could be a 
huge talking point in the 
2020 presidential debates. 

After all this is the 


“post Me Too movement, 


where men and women 
alike are and should be 
hyper aware of how they 
interact with each other. 

But if it comes down 
to just twpo presidential 
candidates, the incum- 
bent Donald Trump, and 


Joe Biden, would Trump 
really have a leg to stand 
on if his main argu- 
ing point against Biden 
was, he makes wom- 
en feel uncomfortable? 

While by no means am 
I condoning Joe Biden’s 
odd behavior with wom- 
en, we cannot turn a blind 
eye to the stats against 


Donald Trump, and 
his inherent misogyny. 
How could anyone 


forget that the infamous 
“grab ‘em by the pussy” 
quote from the record- 
ings with Access Holly- 
wood host Billy Bush. 

Or when he called his 
former porn star  mis- 
tress Stormy Daniels 
“Horseface” on Twitter. 


-ator- 


He has constantly gone 
after Massachusetts Sen- 
Elizabeth Warren 
for her claimed Native 
American Heritage, how- 
ever at an appearance in 
Montana in the summer 
of 2018 when poking fun 
at Warren again, he stat- 
ed, “but we have to do it 
gently because we’re in 
the #MeToo generation.” 

So, while we ask our- 
selves, is Joe Biden fit 
to be our president? 

Regardless of your po- 
litical viewings if you are 
basing it off of his “Uncle 
Joe” persona, then you 
must consider whatever 
you’d like to call Donald 
Trump, his many attacks on 
women and womanhood. 


My spring break is not like the movies 


Community college experience is different than those at private schools 


By Nuritys CINTRON 


Correspondent 

_As my time at Northern Es- 
sex community college comes 
to an end this year, I find myself 
reflecting on the differences and 
benefits between my attending a 
private institution and coming to 
a local community college. With 
the week of spring break having 
passed by reently, students were 
preparing for a well deserved 
time away from campus. It had 
been about seven weeks since 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege’s last school-wide break for 
the Holidays back in December 
of 2018. NECC’s breaks are a 


far cry from that of private in- 
stitutions. In my _ experience 
from boarding school to attend- 
ing Susquehanna University, the 
amount of people who ditch town 
is higher than that of a communi- 
ty college. Well, obviously this is 
due to the fact that most students 
go to school out of state when 
they attend private institutions, 
myself included. 

At my last University, the 
class and wage differences came 
to the forefront once I found that 
others were planning trips to 
Cancun, Mexico with their fam- 
ilies and friends. As I struggled 
to afford gas for my 7 hour drive 
home every small break I had, I 


would remember how this was 
my only option to have a place 
to rest my head. The only way 
students could stay on campus 
was if they paid a daily fee of 
$100. This was unfortunate for 
the broke college kids relying 
on scholarships to graduate. The 
only students who could afford to 
stay on campus were the people 
who booked their flights out of 
the country for an actual vaca- 
tion. 

Having a break close to home 
means you can take time for you 
to catch up on whatever it is you 
need, whether it be sleep, work, 
family time, or a small trip out 
of town. Northern Essex students 


are more likely to do one of the 
following due to the convenience 
of minor change in daily rou- 
tines. 

Faith Barrett, current student 
at NECC, planned on “relaxing 
with family and friends” since 
she doesn’t get to see them much 
during the semester. 

For many NECC students, 
spring break does not equal a 
vacation away from home. In- 
stead it means continuing the 
same work schedule or picking 
up more hours. Journalism ma- 
jor, David Greene’s plans for 
spring break were “to pick up 
more hours at both of [his] jobs.” 
He hoped to practice and play 


his hobbies with friends, which 
includes skateboarding, photog- 
raphy, and music. Larry Cole- 
man, student at NECC, planned 
to catch up on sleep and picked 
up more hours since he works at 
an Irish Pub and St. Patrick’s day 
was coming around. 

At places like those private 
Universities, Spring break rep- 
resents itself the way it is depict- 
ed in the movies: Renting a Mi- 
ami beach house, drinking a lot 
of alcohol, and eating delicious 
food for a week straight. But, for 
us local adults, it’s a small break 
from the school work, and a step 
forward in normalcy. 
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Students bring museum to life 


NECC students and professors travel to Boston art museum 


By SARAH REGAN-KELLEY 
News Editor 


The bustle of the museum soon 
died out as the students moved 
further into the art galleries. Pic- 
tures lined that walls all around 
them as the soft smell of old be- 
longings kissed their noses. Pro- 
fessor Patricia Portanova, Pro- 
fessor Steve Russell, and NECC 
students went to the Museum of 
Fine Arts (MFA) on April 3. Af- 
ter being stuck on a school bus 
in the morning rush to Boston, 
the students gathered in the MFA 
to learn more about American, 
European, and Spanish artists. 
Professor Portanova’s Creative 
Non-Fiction Writing class had 
previously written about an artist 
they had chosen from the muse- 
um’s website. Going through the 
museum, they were their own tour 
guides for the day. After a few 
wrong turns, the students found 
themselves talking about the art- 
ist and piece of work they had 
written about. Each student who 
had an artist that had their work 
displayed gave a short and infor- 
mal presentation to the group. 

Danikza Carrasquillo, a NECC 
English student, commented on 
how going to the MFA helped 
with her class. “It helped me to 
visualize the artwork. Seeing it in 
person gave me more intel of the 
artist,” she said. She also com- 


mented that going on the field trip 
was more of a social experience 
than sitting in a class room. 

Katherine Hailson, a Liber- 
al Arts Writing Major, said that 
she liked seeing the students talk 
about the artist they picked to 
write their essays on. She said 
that it was “way more interest- 
ing than having a museum tour 
guide.” Hailson pointed out that 
one of the benefits of going on the 
field trip was that it was a differ- 
ent way of learning. Students got 
to get out of the classroom and 
could have a hands on experience 
she said. When asked what some 
of the highlights of the trip were, 
Hailson said “TI got to explore ex- 
hibits that I wouldn’t usually ex- 
plore.” 

One of the popular exhibits 
that was on display was the Fri- 
da Kahlo exhibit. NECC student 
Mariella Mendez talked about 
how Kahlo was involved in a near 
fatal accident that had her bedrid- 
den for some time when she was 
young. Kahlo’s father suggested 
that she start drawing. Her love 
for art continued throughout her 
life and she became a very fa- 
mous artist. The exhibit was full 
of bright colors and daring im- 
ages. It was obvious that Kahlo 
did not censor anything when it 
came to her artwork. Carrasquillo 
commented that everything else 
seemed underwhelming com- 


pared to this exhibit. 


in what each other had to say. 


Photo by Sarah Regan-Kelley 
From left to right: Professor Patricia Portanova, Mariella Mendez, and Katherine Hailson 
look on as Danikza Carrasquillo talks about her artist at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston 
on April 3 


they had chosen brought the mu- 


The students and faculty mem- Hearing other students talk about seum to life. 


bers that attended were engaged 


what they learned about the artist 


Wellness fair strives to inform community 
NECC hosts health and wellness fair for students and faculty 


By Diana Garcia 
Correspondent 

As the warm weather starts 
coming back and students return 
from Spring Break most would 
admit that now they are more 
stressed out than ever. With only 
a few weeks left until the semes- 
ter ends student’s struggle with 
either remembering with what 
they’ve learned before the break, 
trying to catch up in their classes 
or having the issue of their brains 
being fried the very first day. But 
catching up doesn’t seem to be 
the only issue because with stress 
comes high blood pressure, sleep 
troubles and many others. 

To help solve this problem, 
the campus hosted a Health and 
Wellness fair on March 25, at the 
Haverhill campus’ Spurk build- 
ing. The fair consisted of many 
tables filled with information, 
faculty and students ready to an- 
swer any questions and inform 
others about how to improve 
their health. The tables entailed 
of Coping Skills, Drug and Al- 
cohol Education, Environmen- 


tal Health, Fitness Assessment 
(BMI, Body Fat Flexibility), The 
Fun Side of Medical Coding, 
Keep Calm You Have High Blood 
Pressure, Allergies Oral System- 
ic, Connection Pick a Vein Any 
Vein, Sleep Disorders and Stress 
Problems, Stress Management, 
Title IX Awareness, Transgender 
Health Program at GLFHC and 
many others. 

In some of the tables there 
were many NECC students ready 
to educate. At Sleep Disorders 
and Problems there was one stu- 
dent in particular eager to answer 
this reporters’ questions. Jasmin 
Kirby has been attending NECC 
since 2014. When Kirby origi- 
nally started she was majoring in 
our Early Childhood Education 
Program inspiring to be a teacher, 
she was then persuaded to look 
into Sleep Technology by anoth- 
er student and found a new pas- 
sion. “It’s something I’ve always 
wanted to do. And I think it’s just 
a really great opportunity to help 


people and kind of find a way to 
help them sleep in alternate ar- 
eas of neurology.” Said Kirby. 
Because of Kirby’s knowledge 
in Early Childhood and also in 
Sleep Technology she now works 
at Boston Children’s Hospital to 


help even the little one’s get a 


good night’s rest. 

The fair not only informed 
NECC students about how to get 
a good night’s rest but it gave 
them an opportunity to relax with 
the help of massage therapist, 
Bethany LaBelle. LaBelle held 
a massage section and gave the 
students some very helpful skills 
on what to do when they are 
stressed. LaBelle is actually an 
NECC Alumni who still comes to 

_the campus during Health Fairs 
to educate students on the impor- 
tance of taking care of your body 
physically and spiritually. “It’s 
like I tell my clients you don’t 
take your car out and run it till it 
has no oil in it and it seizes the 
engine. Our bodies are very sim- 


ilar. So more eastern medicine 
or holistic medicine teaches us 
things, even meditation or prop- 
er body mechanics or relaxation 
techniques teaches us how to pre- 
pare ourselves mentally and then 
that exhumes out every aspect 
of our body.” LaBelle explains. 
With 20 plus years of experience 
LaBelle now owns Serenity Mas- 
sage in North Andover and in- 
formed students on tips and trick 
son what to do when there’s too 
much going on. Practicing deep 
breathing and mediation before 
bed and after you wake up, real- 
ly taking the time to slow down 
relaxing your breath and body 
movements to release all of the 
day to day tension. During the 
interview LaBelle mentioned that 
many students even now some 
children don’t know how to take 
a deep breath and slow down so 
she was happy to demonstrate to 
them the techniques in order to 
take care of themselves. 

While most of the fair was to 


teach students the importance of 
taking care of themselves and 
show them what it would be like 
if they were considering a career 
in the health field, there were also 
a few tables to inform students of 
the services NECC provides. 

One of the tables that was in- 
terviewed was Susan Martin, the 
Director of the Learning Accom- 
modations Center, and Knox, the 
Disability Specialist at the same 
Learning Accommodation Cen- 
ter. 

Marin and Knox explained 
about the certain services they 
provide for students who have 
any kind of special needs of their 
own. 

When asked about the services 
provided Martin explained, “We 
have disability services man- 
agement model, so students are 
assigned a case manager or a 
disability services specialist and 
that person becomes their contact 
at the Learning Accommodation 
Center.” 
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Talking security 


Do students want their professors armed? 


By Soputa Marcus 
Correspondent 

Do Students at Northern Essex want their 
professors to be armed? 

As many of us have seen online and on 
television, school gun violence is a very 
controversial issue. 

We may all want the same end result, no 


more gun violence, but there are many dif- - 


ferent opinions on how to achieve that such 
as stricter gun control laws, more security 
within the schools, and even arming teach- 
ers and, professors. Be... nea» sr 
Arming teachers and professors-has been 
one of the most controversial solutions with 
it being possibly more dangerous. ~ 
Massachusetts law currently says: 
“Whoever, not being a law enforcement 
officer and notwithstanding any license 
obtained by the person pursuant to chapter 
140, carries on the person a firearm, loaded 
or unloaded, or other dangerous weapon in 
any building or on the grounds of any el- 
ementary or secondary school, college or 
university without the written authorization 
of the board or officer in charge of the el- 
ementary or secondary school, college or 
university shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for 
not more than 2 years or both.” However, 
some states do allow concealed carry on 
- college campuses and some have advocated 
for arming teachers in the wake of various 
school shootings. 
Do Northern Essex students think arm- 
ing professors is a good idea? 
After speaking to NECC student Alexa 


Haded, it shows that you can be in favor 
of the Second Amendment but still not be- 
lieve in solving gun violence with arming 
professors. After asking Haded’s opinion on 
whether or not they should be arming pro- 
fessors she said... 

“T believe in the right to bear arms which 
is why I’ll be getting my Itc (license to carry) 
to protect myself. Everyone has that option 
but it shouldn’t be forced upon professors.” 

NECC student Cameron DiGenova had 
a different take to the matter, believing it 
should be up to the professor... “I think if 
a professor has a license for concealed carry 
they.can have it if they want, but students 
should not know about it and they should 
never see it unless there is an active shooter. 
But it shouldn’t be mandatory.” 

He seemed very passionate about this 
topic, believing that carrying a weapon 
should be up to the individual, regardless of 
their’profession. 

Vanessa Muthee, had another opinion 
when it came to this topic... “If they do 
have guns, they are more likely to misuse it. 
What if they feel threatened by a student?” 

This has been a common opinion when 
debated in the news and online. 

Although gun violence can be a sensi- 
tive topic, students here at Northern Essex 
seemed to have very strong opinions about 
it. Regardless of different opinions on how 
to solve the gun violence epidemic, every- 
one has a common goal, of ending school 
violence once and for all. 
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Credit concerns 


Students weigh 
finance choices 


By FaitH BARRETT 
Correspondent 


When we were kids, we used 


-to think that credit cards had 


unlimited money and ques- 
tioned adults why we were de- 
nied of more tokens at Chuck 
E. Cheese or a stuffed ani- 
mal we happen to fall in love 
with and just have to have it. 

As we become older, we 
realized that this is certainly 
not the case along with the 
thought of just another thing 
to worry about on our “adult” 
list of things to get done. 

The specials that cred- 
it cards publish really catch 
the average person’s eyes 
like rewards and cash back 
with 0 percent interest for 6 
months with no annual fees. 

As soon as we turn 18, 
we become a young adult, 
which means you carry on 
more and more _responsi- 
bilities like possibly  sign- 
ing up for a credit card. 

“By principle I feel like I 
should only purchase things 
if I have the physical amount 
on me as opposed to putting 
it off,’ NECC student David 
Greene states as well as many 
other students who have not 
signed up for a credit card. 

Greene also adds, “I have 
not yet signed up for a cred- 
it card and only have a deb- 
it card because I don’t like 
the idea of a credit card.” 

They can however be use- 
ful if you do your research 
and find one that fits all of 
your needs and is based off 
of your financial situation. 

NECC student _ Brian- 
na Parker argues, “I think 
it helps to know how it all 
works and how to get the 
most of your credit cards.” 

There are different ones that 
are specific to students as well 
like the Discover it Student 
Cash Back which includes re- 
wards like 5 percent cash back 
and | percent unlimited cash 
back on all other purchases. 


in on personal 


Building credit © when 
you are young  howev- 
er has its advantages. 


The best way would be to 
start out small by filling up your 
gas tank and paying for the din- 
ner bill using the credit card. 

This way it is an easier bill to 
pay off instead of buying a first 
computer that maxes out your 
balance which can really put 
you in credit danger long term. 

“I don’t like how I wasn’t 
told the importance of cred- 
it prior to getting them” says 
NECC student Jens Reyes. 

In high school, they never 
really prioritize the education 
in building credit or even how 
it works, you kind of have to 
just learn on your own and 
expect the best of it. Whether 
it is an unexpected car break- 
down or medical bill, hav- 
ing a credit card can relieve 
the stress of instead rushing 
around trying to find the cash 
to pay for it. Parker argues, 
“T like that if you can’t afford 
something in the moment, but 
you know that you get paid 
in a couple days then you can 
use your credit card for now 
and then pay it off when you 
have the money,” ‘says Reyes. 

There are many things that 
can go wrong with a cred- 
it card. For example, maxing 
out your credit card for a big 
purchase can really damage 
your credit score for years. 

Parker says, “I would prob- 
ably change the fact that your 
credit score changes so easily. 
If 1 don’t use my credit card for 
a week it usually goes down 
a bit which is frustrating.” 

Any late payments as well 
can really screw up your credit, 
that is why some student credit 
cards allow a bigger time win- 
dow to pay the balance month- 
ly so there is no late fees for the 
first time paying off your bill 
which really reels students in. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Summer theater returns 
Another play will be put on by NECC students in the summer 


By Dewre GRANT 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


For the past two summers, 
NECC has held a summer the- 
ater course for students who 
are interested in putting on a 
play at the end of the summer. 

This course is all about 
engaging with one  anoth- 
er and bringing the theater 
alive to those who enjoy it. 

The play is still to be decided 
as of right now. Once students 
have enrolled, Brianne Beatrice, 
the director of the summer the- 
ater course will announce what 
show will be put on so the 
roles in the play align with how 
many students have signed up. 

Although this course was once 
credited it is no longer a credit 
course, but even though it is not 
credited it still is a course to look 
forward to. There is a role for ev- 
eryone, if you enjoy being the cen- 


ter of attention and being dramat- 
ic then a role on stage is for you. 
However, if you enjoy tech, 
and designing then an off stage 
roll would be the right fit. The 
summer theatre program pushes 
students to collaborate in every 
part necessary for the production 
Aaron Lehner, Observer 
campus life editor as well as a 
theater major has participated 
in the summer theater course 
for the past two summers. 
Last year the play that was 
put on was “Escape From Happi- 
ness.” Lehner’s roles were on and 
off stage in the previous plays 
he’s participated in. He played 
the role Jimmy in Almost Maine 
two summers ago and staged 
managed last springs play Love/ 
Sick and Singing Telegram Man. 
Lehner was also the role of 


Fred in A Christmas Carol which 
is NECC’s yearly show during 
the holidays ran by Alisha Buc- 
chiere and John Budzyna. Lehner 
will not be participating in this 
summer’s theater course but he 
said he has had so much fun with 
the summer theater program. 
“No matter how much experi- 
ence is someone has in theater, 
they always have an amazing 
time and some great friends 
and memories,” says Lehner. 

The theater and dance ma- 
jors were shut down due to low 
enrollment, but students can still 
take theater and dance classes. 

Beatrice has been working hard 
to help out the remaining students 
who are interested in theater. 

The summer theater programs 


Courtsey Photo 


is a way to get students involved Cast photo from first THE117 class Summer 2017 


and help rebuild the program. 


NECC actor honored 


Gwynnethe Glickman awarded “Distinguished Performance in a Play” award from theater fest 


By Jonas RUZEK 
Correspondent 

NECC student Gwynnethe 
Glickman has received the “Dis- 
tinguished Performance in a 
Play” award from the Kennedy 
Center American College Theater 
Festival (KCACTF) for her por- 
trayal of Mash in NECC’s pro- 
duction of Stupid F*cking Bird 
by Aaron Posner. The production 
was chosen by the KCACTF to 
be showcased at is annual region- 
al theater festival in Hyannis, 
Mass. and was performed there 
in January, according to Stupid 
F*cking Bird co-director Brianne 
Beatrice. 

According to the Facebook 
account of KCACTF Region 
1 (the KCACTF showcase in 
which selected Northeastern U.S, 
colleges perform), the title Glick- 
man won is a national award, and 
only three other actors in Region 
1 received it. 

However, the KCACTF is 
only one of several sources which 
say Glickman is a talented, hard- 
working and influential perform- 
er; Stupid F*cking Bird’s other 
co-director Sarah Durning, New- 
buryport-based actress Vanessa 
Romaides and Brianne Beatrice 
all express great admiration and 
appreciation for Glickman’s act- 
ing: an acting style Glickman 
says is based on improvisation, 
physicality, and honest commu- 
nication with other actors and the 
audience. 

Glickman, who has been act- 
ing since she was in elementary 
school, says that her method for 
acting varies with each character 
she portrays, but that, when play- 
ing Mash, she tried to fall into the 
role and to be as empathetic to- 
ward her character, whom Glick- 
man describes as moody and sar- 
castic, as possible: “I felt like I 
knew her so well ... The way I 


interacted with people (outside 


of the show) changed because of 


Mash. My sarcasm and cynicism 
were heightened because of her.” 

In addition to the empathy she 
has for her characters, Glickman 
also draws on her own experi- 
ences to make performances or- 
ganic and honest for audiences. 
She says she does this especially 
in darker scenes, since she finds 
it more difficult to portray dark- 
er (emotions she says she feels 
much less often than lighter feel- 
ings): “I think portraying happy, 
middle-ground characters is a 
lot easier than when you have to 
be sad. I like to pull from dark 
places because I want to feel for 
the character. I don’t want to just 
pretend I’m really sad.” 

Yet while Glickman says the 
work an actor does with his or her 
individual self is important, she 
stresses that the most important, 
and some of the more difficult, 
work actors do in productions is 
with the rest of the cast: “Ideally 
you want it to be a communal ex- 
perience where the cast is explor- 
ing together. I think it’s harder to 
do that work than it is to do the 
individual work.” 

Glickman, along with her 
explanation of her acting style, 
is also offering advice to oth- 
er actors. This advice includes 
ways she thinks it is effective to 
deliver lines and how to avoid 
falling prey to the self-scrutiny 
actors, according to Glickman, 
often experience. Glickman says 
that “The work actors do is based 
upon judgement. We go out on 
stage and constantly subject our- 
selves to judgement... Just try 
not to care about “messing up” or 
saying something “right.” Some- 
thing I’m always working on 
is not caring. How you do stuff 
right is you mess up and sound 
like an idiot and explore methods 


that definitely won’t work so you 
can find ways that definitely will 
work.” 

The last piece of advice Glick- 
man gives is to try to use physi- 
cality as much as possible when 
portraying a character. She says, 
simply but memorably, “When in 
doubt, move.” 

But are these techniques ef- 
fective? Other actors in the com- 
munity- vehemently say, “Yes.” 
Brianne Beatrice -has described 
Glickman as “incredibly talent- 
ed” and has said that, “She ‘has 
no idea how good she is.” Sar- 
ah Durning expresses. similar 
thoughts. Durning says that she 


_ sees Glickman as an influential 


and impactful performer: “I au- 
ditioned with her for The Odd 
Couple (a play put on by NECC 
before Stupid F*cking Bird), so I 
knew she was really good and I 
was like, “Oh, wow.” I really no- 
ticed her. So when she auditioned 
for Stupid F*cking Bird I was 
like, “Yes!” 

Durning describes Glickman 
as “a lot of fun” to work with, 
and says that she is not afraid to 
own the stage: “I loved working 
with her. She’s very good with 
her body. She’s very good with 
owning the stage ... Sometimes I 
wouldn’t know how to block her 
and she would just start moving 
around ... I was like, “You can 
keep that.” 

Durning also admires Glick- 
man’s passion and improvisation- 
al techniques, stating, “Her char- 
acter, I think, broke the fourth 
wall more than any other char- 
acter. (In theater, the fourth wall 
is the imaginary barrier between 
actors and the audience.) She was 
singing with the audience ... She 
would often have to go off script 
and improv with the audience ... 
I didn’t have to break her out of 
any kind of shell. I was like, “Just 


go around the stage and blow 
up,” and she would do it.” 

But Glickman is, to Durning, 
not only a fantastic actor to direct 
but also a special performer to 
watch: “She just pops. She’s so 
unique and she catches a lot of 
eyes ... | always loved watching 
her interact with the audience. 
She would do something differ- 
ent every night ... During the 
first performance at festival, the 
ukulele wasn’t tuned, so she had 
to improvise and started clapping 
and singing. She got everyone 
to clap. That’s theater. Stuff like 
that happens and it’s live theater 
and you’re never going to see 


that again. She embodies that, — 


doing something different every 
night. She inspires me to come 
out of my shell more.” 

Vanessa Romaides is also in- 
spired by Glickman. Romaides, 
who went to elementary school 
with Glickman and has acted 
with her in, Romaides says, at 
least seven shows, expresses that 


Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 
Northern Essex Community College students Arman- 

do Belliard Harmon of Haverhill portrays Tragorean and 
Gwynnethe Glickman of Newbury portrays Mash in NECC’s 
adaptation of Aaron Posner’s play “Stupid F*cking Bird.” 


working with Glickman makes 
acting in a scene relatively easy: 
“When I’m -with her I’m in the 
scene, you know? With certain 
people that I work with I feel like 
it’s hard to stay in character and 
that character integrity a problem 
because they aren’t the character. 
But Gwynne is the character. I’m 
in the world that we as perform- 
ers have created, and. the rest of 
the world doesn’t exist. When 
I’m with her, I’m not myself. 
I’m not Vanessa; Gwynne is not 
Gwynne. We are our characters.” 

Romaides believes she has 
learned valuable lessons from 
Glickman, and says, “She is 
definitely one of the performers 
I look up to ... She has no set 
type and she’s very versatile... 
She also‘experiments a lot with 
text, and, unlike a lot of actors, 
doesn’t have one set way of de- 
livering lines. She lets it all out 
and she doesn’t care. I learned 
from her that I should give it 110 
percent.” 
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Job Fair draws interest 


Students welcome opportunity to network with potential employers 


By SHAIBEL EsTEVEZ 
Correspondent 


As you all may be aware, 
NECC hosts job fairs in the Spurk 
building throughout the year. 

The job fairs consist of many 
different part time and full time 
positions offered to students at 
NECC. 

There is no specific dates 
when this job fair takes place but 
all students are sent an email in 
advance of a job fair. 

These job fairs are encouraged 
by students and faculty because 
you all may be aware that job 
searching can be tough for stu- 
dents in college, especially full 
time students, because of the lit- 
tle time they have on their hands. 


With how expensive college 
can be who wouldn’t want a part 
time or full time job? In the past 
job fairs, there have been repre- 
sentatives from Renewal by An- 
dersen Windows, U.S. Army, U.S. 
Navy, Anna Jaques hospital, and 
many more, encouraging students 
to become part of their organiza- 
tion, and answering questions for 
the students who may have any. 

Some students may be aware 
of the job fair, but there are many 
that are not. 

Observer Opinion Editor 
Alexis Fontaine, a student at 


NECC, stated, “I am not aware of 
the job fair that takes place.” 
When asked if NECC could 
be better about spreading the 
message of the job fair, Fon- 
taine responded, “I think NECC 


can make people more aware’ of 
this event by sending emails that 
don’t go straight to the junk mail 
section, as well as having profes- 
sors make announcements in their 
classes if they can possibly. They 
probably post posters already and 
not a lot of students read them, 
but anyone can be looking for a 
job so it wouldn’t hurt if a profes- 
sor mentioned that they’re having 
a job fair.” 

She believes that the informa- 
tion regarding the job fair could 
be more in depth, instead of an 
email that students receive, that 
just goes straight to the junk in- 
box on student’s emails. 

Sophia Marcus, another stu- 
dent at NECC, stated, “I was not 
aware that there was a job fair 
at NECC!” when asked if she 
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knew about the job fair. When 
asked if she would check it out, 
she responded, “I won’t check it 
out myself because I am already 
employed but I think it’s a great 
thing for NECC to do for students 
who are looking for jobs espe- 
cially since many of us are paying 
for college ourselves and need 
some extra cash. Jobs are really 
hard to find especially when you 
don’t have a college degree yet so 
I think it’s great that the college is 
doing that!” 

Marcus finds it very beneficial 
because there are many students 
who have to pay for college out 
of pocket, and finds it great that 
NECC does this. 

So what can NECC do to im- 
prove for the message of this job 
fair to spread? 


Well, Fontaine states, “On the 
actual day of the fair they should 
have better signage of where the 
event is being held as well so peo- 
ple attending outside of Northern 
Essex students know how to get 
there. Job fairs are important to 
not only students at Northern Es- 
sex, but to the surrounding com- 
munities as well and businesses 
looking for good employees. It 
is a win win situation for all and 
should be better publicized.” 

As you can see, students them- 
selves are encouraging that when 
these job fairs take place, to put 
more effort into spreading the 
message, it’s important, even to 
the students who are already em- 
ployed. 
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Judge Jack Lu visits NECC 


State s Sentencing Commission chair shares insight into criminal justice issues 


By MarIeELLA MENDEZ 


Features Editor 


No matter what academ- 
ic path students follow during 
their time at NECC, there are 
just some things that all stu- 
dents should be aware of. 

With the help of Professor 
Stephen Russell and Judge Jack 
Lu, students gain a better under- 
standing of the Massachusetts 
criminal justice system during 
his annual visits to the campus. 

According to the Mass.gov 
website, Judge Lu was appointed 
to the Boston Municipal Court 
in 2001 and then to the Superior 
Court by Mitt Romney in 2006. 

In 2014, Governor Deval Pat- 
rick appointed Judge Lu to chair 
the Sentencing Commission. 

He is also the lead Superi- 
or Court Judge for a Bureau 
of Justice. Assistance-funded 
Demonstration Field Experiment 
of HOPE probation principles, 
and leads a multi-agency crim- 
inal justice innovation group in 
Essex County, Massachusetts. 


cial Awareness Month, and Pro- 
fessor Stephen Russell has been 
accompanying his students to the 
judicial court for quite some time. 

Like all great things, they 
come unexpectedly. That is 
exactly what occurred when 
Judge Jack Lu took interest in 
the group of students that were 
visiting from NECC and man- 
aged to contact Professor Rus- 
sell himself. Since that time 
about four years ago according 
to Professor Russell, Lu has 
been a guest speaker at NECCC. 

Russell says, “I like to 
connect. my students to the 
real world, he provides one 
of those opportunities.” 

Professor Russell contin- 
ues to share his outlook on 
the importance of involv- 
ing students on a deeper lev- 
el than just an in-class setting. 

Russell shares, “Over the 
years ideas about sentencing 
have evolved very rapidly and | 


Photo courtesy Mass.gov 
Judge Jack Lu 


the ideas. He’s still learning 
and | think that’s interesting.” 

Russell also shares the evo- 
lution of Judge Lu’s speeches 
and how they started off “more 
technical” in terms of how 
things work, but have devel- 
oped a narrative that implies 
“how things should work.” 

Russell continues to 
bring along his history stu- 


The month of March is Judi- 


think Lu has moved along with 


Spring is 


Many students greet promise of 
warmer weather with joy 


By Eric FREDERIC 


Correspondent 

Despite the brutal reminder this week 
that we are still very much at the mercy of 
old man winter, NECC students have seen 
the recent warm spell as a prelude to sum- 
mer nights of light mischief with the win- 
dows down and the AC blasting, and days 
where one physically needs ice cream to 
make it through. 

Temperatures last week reached nearly 
70 degrees, and had students yearning for 
the return of spring, and eventually sum- 
mer. 

NECC Business major Samantha 
Cooke said she plans on dusting off her 
hiking boots to go explore the North 
Shore’s lush trails, and is thinking of try- 
ing something new this summer. “I really 
wanna’ take surfing lessons. But the wa- 
ter out there is so cold, even in the sum- 
mer, and there’s sharks maybe, so I’m not 
sure.” 

March 20 was the vernal equinox, com- 


monly referred to as the first day of spring, 
and as in so many years past, spring is 
springing about as quickly as an appellate 
judge mulling over a complex case. 

“Yeah, I get that the weather has been 
nice, but here we are these last few days 
and it’s wind and bitter cold again. We’ve 
got a long way to go before swimsuits and 
barbecues” said writing major Caytlin 
Coleman. 

“T’ll be satisfied that-we’re complete- 
ly done with miserable weather midway 
through May.” 

But not every NECC student is thrilled 
about the return of spring. 

Philosophy major Edward Mesa says 
he actually prefers the cold weather and 
is dreading the burning hot car seats and 
mosquito bites that summer promises to 
bring. 

“It’s such a wet, humid heat around 
here, too. | wake up with my shirt stuck 
to my back every morning,” he said. “It’s 
hell.” 


dents to a variety of different 


field trips to: further expand 
their academic experience. 

Being present during Judge 
Lu’s: lecture on Wednesday 
March, 27, I can honestly say that 
I was impressed to find that it was 
less of a “lecture” and more of a 
conversation. Judge Lu delivered 
important insight on the criminal 
justice system but went on to talk 
about his personal experience 
as a judge and how students are 
the future of the justice system. 

Judge Lu was an_ enter- 
taining and animated speaker. 

He established trust with 
the audience and even walked 
around the lecture to show us a 
picture of his son in relations 
to a story he was giving about 
sentencing a young biracial boy 
who had resembled his son. 

Judge Lu began his speech 
with the phrase, “You are the 
center of the universe,” which 
he followed by saying, “We are 
in a moment of near crisis in 


American Criminal Justice.” 


In 


Judge Lu continued to share 
the evolution of his views over 
the course of 18 years and ad- 
mits that he does not think the 
same way he did a while back. 

He spoke for a short period 
of time and allowed students 
to ask questions immediate- 
ly. One student asked, “Do you 
regret some of the sentenc- 
es you’ve given?” in which 
Judge Lu replied, “Yes, I have.” 

Judge Lu finished his lec- 
ture at NECC by having a con- 
versation with the audience. He 
even offered to give his person- 
al cell phone and email to stu- 
dents who had further questions. 

Lu finally ended by hand- 
ing out two articles. One was 
titled, “The War on Cops,” by 
the Heritage Foundation and 
“There’s Overwhelming Proof 
that the Criminal Justice Sys- 
tem is Racist, Heres the Proof,” 
by The Washington Post. 


Style reflects season 


By MELANIE PoLANco 
Gage: ondent 

© nice weather starts to 
Sots an appearance, we welcome 

spring here at Northern Essex. 
Students are starting to bright- 
en up their wardrobe with lighter 
spring jackets, brighter colors, 
and happy smiles. The outfit op- 
tions have expanded. Normally in 
the winter students tend to layer 
up and bundle up, with spring 
arriving, there are wider options 
and some space for creativi- 
ty. The sun starts coming out, it 
looks brighter outside and your 
wardrobe is in for a spin. Stu- 
dents here at Northern Essex have 
their way of putting together their 
outfits. During the spring Natalya 
Crespo, a criminal justice major 
here at NECC says “ When spring 
starts I like to wear comfortable 
sneakers or flat shoes like Vans.” 
Crespo says “I love wearing 
spring colors like yellow and 


white, or light pink and peach. I'll . 


wear dresses with those colors, 


~ but more often I'll just wear a ca- 


sual outfit. For example a pretty 
blouse with just a light cardigan 
or windbreaker. I love adding my 
sunglasses as an accessory ie 
time of year.” 

Janilka Gonzalez, a student in- 
volved in the EMT program here 
at Necc says, My favorite colors 
for spring are pastel colors. I love 
adding big long cardigans to my 
wardrobe, and I love wearing 
high rise jeans.” Gonzalez. says’ 
“For accessories I love wearing 
flower shaped earrings.” Luisa- 
maria Cruz a student involyed in 
the dental assisting program says 
“| like silky shirts, I also love to 
add some color cuffed jeans, with 
rips on the knees. And for shoes 
I love adding some comfortable 
flats. 

Students here at NECC enjoy 
adding their own bit of spice to 


‘their wardrobe especially if the 


weather is beautiful. Spring is in 
and so are your outfits ! 
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The student as a teacher 


Business major shares research on organizational analysis 


By ERNIE GREENSLADE 
NECC Newsroom 


After taking an online course 
on organizational analysis, 
Northern Essex Community 
College business transfer major 
Daniel Keating became fascinat- 
ed with the topic. That fascina- 
tion led to additional research 
and a presentation which he will 
share on Wednesday, April 17 
at noon in the Center for Busi- 
ness and Accounting, located in 
the Spurk Building, Room 201, 
Haverhill Campus. 

Keating believes that the 
more you know about how orga- 
nizations work, the more effec- 
tive you will be. 

“We are all involved in many 
organizations,” says Keating. 
“Those organizations may in- 
clude your family, your school, 
your workplace, or the nonprof- 
its you choose to get involved 
with.” 

Keating promises that after 
attending his presentation you 
will be better able to navigate 
the organizations in your life 
and help make those organiza- 
tions stronger.Keating, a Grove- 
land resident, will graduate from 


J. AMlysis Of Nece 


Daniel Keating. 


Northern Essex in May and is 
continuing on for a bachelor’s in 
finance and psychology. His ul- 
timate goal is to obtain a master’s 
or doctorate degree in industrial 
organizational psychology. 

He intends to pursue a career 
in private equity or venture cap- 
ital, with a focus on improving 


Photo Courtesy NECC Newsroom 


employee life. 

While at Northern Essex, 
he’s been very active on cam- 
pus, serving as the student in 
residence at the Center for Busi- 
ness and Accounting and as a 
student representative on three 
of the New England Commis- 
sion of Higher Education Inc 


What are you doing 


~ THIS SUMMER? 


Catch up or get ahead in your studies 


Bocaditos continued 
from Page 1 


chutney and smoked gouda, 
those different flavors I really 
like”, 

Jimenez applied to RTK after 
a potential space in South Law- 
rence suddenly became unavail- 
able due to the gas explosions 
that affected Lawrence, Andover 
and North Andover in September 
2018. “I was almost ready to sign 
the lease when the gas explosion 
happened so I ended up with 
nothing,” Jimenez recalls. 

Jimenez wanted to be able to 
sell her food to the general public 
and find a space that was appro- 
priate to do so. “It’s been hard 
to find a special place for me. To 
build something from scratch is 
not easy,” she says. 

RTK gives culinary entrepre- 
neurs the opportunity to test their 
idea or concept, says Jimenez. “It 
gives you the chance to kind of 
realize what and where exactly 
you want to go. If you want to 
stay in a big environment, like a 
full kitchen and seating area, or 
just takeout, or simply stay cater- 
ing. That to me it’s like “Ok this 
is how I have to see it, its either 
do I really go with this or do I 
want to stay with my catering” 

“Revolving Test Kitchen is a 
private/public collaboration be- 
tween Lupoli Companies, the 
City of Lawrence, The Lawrence 
Partnership and Northern Essex 
Community College. It provides 
food entrepreneurs with the op- 


portunity to fulfill their dreams 
of restaurant ownership by giving 
them access to the resources they 
may not have otherwise had ac- 
cess to” according a press release 
from NECC. 

“The space is already de- 
signed, so you have to make it 
your own” says Jimenez. “I’m 
still figuring it out. I’ve been 
there over a month and between 
cleaning and moving and getting 
used to it, it’s stressful” she adds. 
“Once it’s all in place and done, 
it'll be more enjoyable.” Jimenez 
hopes for a completed restaurant 
in a month or two. 

Not only is she running her 
own businesses, Jimenez teach- 
es cooking and cake decoration 
classes, and directs Servsafe cer- 
tification courses. Talk about hav- 
ing a lot on your plate. 

Jimenez notes that the good 
reviews and customer apprecia- 
tion have been the shining light 
through it all. “People love my 
food. That makes me keep going, 
that’s what matters.” ; 


Hours: 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday - 
Saturday 
Closed Sunday 
*hours may vary 


Location: 
420 Common St, Lawrence 


Student receives national civic 


fellowshi 


Katherine Hailson honored for leadership, 
investment in community, problem solving 


and still have time to enjoy your summer! 


SUMMER SESSION I: 
May 28-June 28 


SUMMER SESSION II: 
July 8-August 9 


REGISTER Toba fitchburgstate.edu/gce/reg 


p FITCHBURG STATE 
6B UNIVERSITY 


CONTACT AN ADVISOR: 


978-665-3182 
gceadvisor@fitchburgstate.edu 


By ALExIs FONTAINE 
NECC Newsroom 


Katherine Hailson of Haverhill, 
has been named Northern Essex Com- 
munity College’s Newman Civic Fel- 
low for her commitment to gender 
equality and overall political activism. 

Hailson, a liberal arts writing ma- 
jor, was nominated by NECC President 
Lane Glenn, who wrote “Katherine 
has a drive to make the world a bet- 
ter and more equitable place. Fueled 
by her own experiences of gender dis- 
crimination in high school, Kather- 
ine headed to Northern Essex Com- 
munity College with a motivation to 
make a change. Here, Katherine has 
paired civic learning with civic action.” 

With a 3.56 GPA, Hailson has ad- 
vocated for change both at North- 
er Essex and in her community. 

During her first year at Northern 
Essex, Hailson joined the Contem- 
porary Affairs Club, an organization 
for students to discuss politics, gov- 
ermment and international affairs. 
Joining this club gave Hailson “the 
confidence to go out into my commu- 
nity and make change where I could.” 

Shortly after joining the Contem- 
porary Affairs Club, in the summer 
of 2017, Hailson worked as a cam- 
paign manager interning for a lo- 
cal woman running for city council. 

“She is a change-maker and public 
problem-solver who is perfectly suit- 
ed for this opportunity,” wrote Glenn. 


In the fall of 2017, Hailson served 


as President of the Contemporary Af- 
fairs Club, where she led club meet- 
ings, organized relevant speakers 
and field trips, and worked close- 
ly with the college’s president and 
Student Government Association. 

The Newman Civic Fellowship distin- 
guishes and supports students who have 
shown leadership and an investment in 
their communities across the country to 
help solve problems they may be facing. 
It is a yearlong fellowship program that 
provides opportunities for the student to 
network, learn, and grow. This includes 
attending a national conference of New- 
man Civic Fellows. The fellowship is 
named after Campus Compact found- 
er Frank Newman, and focuses on the 
skills Fellows will need to eset and ac- 
complish goals that address public prob- 
lems and build equitable communities. 

In her personal statement Hailson 
wrote “I will continue advocating and 
fighting for women’s rights in the work- 
forceuntilcompleteequalityisachieved.” 

In addition to her studies and po- 
litical activism, Hailson has also 
maintained multiple part-time jobs, 
primarily working with young chil- 
dren. “This highlights her ability to 
effectively manage her time, along 
with her exceptional interpersonal 
communication skills,” said Glenn. 

Hailson plans to graduate from 
NECC in the spring of 2019 and hopes 
to transfer to the University of Massa- 
chusetts at Lowell and major in politi- 
cal science, focusing on public policy. 

Hailson will be — mentored 
by ‘Patricia’ += Portanova, = PhD. 
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Desilvestre’s history with Track and Field 


Northern Essex coach’; long love affair with sport continues 


OxtviA MULLINS 
Correspondent 


Nelson Desilvestre 
has now been the head 
coach for the Northern 
Essex track and field team 
for three years and has 
coached athletes to reach 
the national competition at 
the end of each track sea- 
son. 

Desilvestre also coach- 
es for the Manchester 
Essex indoor track team 
when he’s not coaching the 
Knights. 

He also has a big history 
in competing in track and 
field ever since he was only 
eight years old. 

His first meet ever was 
when he was in third grade 
at the YMCA, competing 
for Prospect Elementary 
School of Beverly, Massa- 
chusetts. 

He has competed for 
a total of 17 years. Desil- 


April 
Tue. 9 
Thu. 11 


Sat. 13 


Tue. 16 


vestre has broken a total 
of four records in his high 
school, three are team re- 
lays and the last one is an 
individual record. 

His relay team of the 
four by four have a record 
of 3 minutes and 25 sec- 
onds, the four by two for 
indoor track with a time of 
1 minute and 33 seconds, 
the sprint medley with a 
time of three minutes and 
39 seconds, and his indi- 
vidual record for the triple 
jump with a distance of 45 
feet and 9 inches. 

His last four years of 
competing track were at 
the University of Maine at 
the Division 1 level. 

He’s had a love for this 
sport for so long that he 
wanted to become a coach. 
“I wanted to give back to 
the sport that helped me 


Knights Baseball Schedule 


Southern Maine CC 


Wed. 17 at NHTI 


get through high school” 
Desilvestre stated. 

His three favorite things 
about coaching is building 
relationship with the ath- 
letes and getting to know 
them personally, watching 
them improve in every race 
that they do, and see the 
expressions on their faces 
when they do something 
they never thought they 
could do such as getting a 
new personal record. “ 

Out of all my favorite 
memories of coaching for 
track and field, I would 
say my favorite memory 
was when Manchester Es- 
sex won the conference 
championship,” Desilves- 
tre says, “because seeing 
everyone so happy was an 
amazing feeling to me as a 
coach and watching them 
improve and seeing their 


Holyoke Community College 
at Massasoit Community College 


Community College of Rhode Island 


Thu. 18 Bunker Hill Community College 


Sat. 20 


Massasoit Community College 


hard work pay off.” 

Looking to join track 
next year? Contact head 
coach Nelson Desilves- 
tre at ndesilvestre@necc. 
mass.edu or at 978-556- 
3826. 

For more information 
and results from - track 
& field and other sports, 
visit neccknights.com or 
follow the official Insta- 
gram sports page @nec- 
cknights. 

For more information 
on how to compete for the 
knights in other sports, con- 
tact Dan Blair, the director 
of athletics at dblair@necc. 
mass.edu, or Jeff Mejia, the 
assistant director of athlet- 
ics at jmejia@necc.mass. 
edu or Maureen Saliba, the 
other assistant director of 
athletics at msaliba@necc. 
mass.edu. 


Nelson Desilvestre. 


Photo courtesy NECC Knights 
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Esports set to start in Fall 


Rising sport finds a place at Northern Essex 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Sports Editor 


Back in Novem- 
ber of 2018 Northern 
Essex announced the 
addition of three new 
sports to their athlet- 
ic department: Men’s 
soccer, Women’s bas- 
ketball, and, most 
interesting among 
the three, an Esports 
team. 

The Esports will be 
a multiplayer video 
game team that com- 
promises of online 
multiplayer games, 
according to the- 
Northern Essex ath- 
letic page. 

It will have stu- 
dent-athletes from 
Northern Essex com- 
pete together to de- 
feat other institutions 
teams in the online 
multiplayer games 

Esports has been a 
sports on the rise in 
the past couple years, 


as companies keep 
throwing and more 
money in the compe- 
tition. 

It has become a bil- 
lion dollar industry, 
in which people that 
once just played game 
with their friends can 
now become million- 
aires with their skills 
on the sticks, accord- 
ing to a report done by 
CNN. 

The sport has 
evolved from most- 
ly being centered on 
sports video games, 
such as the Madden 
football and NBA 2K 
series, to now being 
more focused on first 
person shooters and 
battle royale «style 
games, such as Call 
of Duty, Fortnight, 
League of legends, 
Counter Strike among 
others. 


The sports can still 
be considered in its 
infancy and will like- 
ly just continue to ex- 
pand at an exponen- 
tially increasing rate. 

Developers and 
publishers are con- 
tinuously increasing 
their cash flow into 
the sport, through 
both sponsorships and 
hosting tournaments. 

The prestige of 
sponsoring a winning 
Esports team has been 
likened to sponsor- 
ing a winning Nascar 
team. 

This helps ensure a 
healthy flow of mon- 
ey into the sport as 
big name companies 
jostle to give the best 
teams money. 

The team will be 
coached by RJ War- 
nock, a NECC alum 
who played baseball 


while here as well as 
being a high ranking 
Fortnite player. 

Warnock starred in 
baseball here, and will 
be looking for similar 
success whilst coach- 
ing. 
The team will have 
two different teams 
that compete in the 
ever popular game 
Fortnite, as well as the 
cult classic League of 
Legends, according to 
Warnock. 

They will compete 
against other schools 
in these games, with 
the possibility of 
expanding to more 
games in the future, 
pending the success 
of the team. It will be 
very exciting to watch 
the Northern Essex 
team grow along with 
the sport. 


Baseball Field need a retooling? 
A lackluster field makes playing home games a rare treat for Knights 


By Nicholas Musto 
Correspondent 


Over the past two years the 
Northern Essex Knights have 
only played a total of four reg- 
ular season games on the home 
field at the campus. 

Rain in March and Apri 
make it tough for the grounds 
crew to keep the field in playing 
shape. 

Always having to rent a field 
puts stress and pressure on the 
coach and the athletic director to 
spend money that they wouldn’t 


have to if they had a field to han- 
dle the conditions of playing in 
New England. 

As outfielder Robert Lagasse 
points out, “Having a field that 
we could call home would be 
ideal. Yes it would cost a great 
deal of money but it would be 
worth it in the long run and less 
of a hassle for the team.” 

“This field doesn’t have to be 
anything crazy but just some- 
thing to help us be able to play 


more. We would have a lot more 
fans as well because the games 
would be right on campus, in- 
stead of having people travel 
which nobody does.” reasons 
Utilityman Kevin Tatis. 

They just want a field to be 
able to reliably call home, noth- 
ing too extravagant. 

A new field, even a modest 
one, would cost a lot of money 


. to not only put in, but also in- 


stall. 


But the team is still holding 
out hope that an outside force 
may come into to help, as South- 
paw Ronnie Luke argues “Mon- 
ey would be a huge issue but if 
we could get the city of Haver- 
hill behind this then it could be 
a real possibility. Some of these 
private school or D1 school have 
fields you could only dream of, 
but to bring one to Haverhill it 


would be a major attraction.” 


A field of that caliber would 


Track and Field Schedule 


at Penmen Relays @ Southern NH UNiversity 


at Eric Loeschner Memorial Invite @ Fitchburg State University 


at Yale Springtime Invitational @ Yale 


not only be a boon to the com- 
munity college, but also the sur- 
rounding cities that could possi- 
bly also make use of the field. 

The change could help the 
athletes play more as well as 
persuading a lot more prospec- 
tive student-athletes to come to 
this school and play because of 
this potentially beautiful field. 

Only time will tell if the team 
gets their wish. 
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Rapper Nipsey Hussle remembered 


By Anpy MontILLa 
Correspondent 

In the first four months of the 
new year, the world of entertain- 
ment has been in complete mad- 
ness. 

In the month of January, the 
rapper Soulja Boy hit the inter- 
net with what seemed to be an 
attempt to revive his career, actor 
Jussie Smollett was charged with 
trying to plan a fake hate-crime to 
further his career in the month of 
February - the charges were later 
dropped - and a documentary on 
pop legend Michael Jackson was 
released in March accusing the 
late mega-star of sexually abus- 
ing two kids. 

In no way shape or form are 
any of these events less import- 
ant than the other but what hap- 
pened on Sunday, March 31, 
is truly heartbreaking: Rapper, 
philanthropist, and entrepreneur, 
Nipsey Hussle was gunned down 
in front of his very own clothing 
store in the community he had 
been born and raised in; South 
Central, Los Angeles. Ermias 
Asghedom, which was the rap- 
per’s given birth name was said 
to have had an argument with an 
individual he knew earlier that 
day, which ultimately led to the 
individual coming back and tak- 
ing the 33 year old rapper’s life. 

The news flooded all social 
media platforms on Sunday 
night. Literally, anybody. who 


By Davip GREENE 
Correspondent 


Highly anticipated fight- 
ing game title, Mortal Kombat 
11, was given. an early access 
beta release to players who had 
pre-ordered the game. While 
only played by a limited audi- 
ence, the direction of the game 
has received lots of praise and 
constructive criticism. 

Running from Thursday, 
March 28 to Monday, April 1, the 
beta only contained few features 
and few fighters: Most impor- 
tantly the beta served as a “stress 
test” for the online matchmaking 
component of the game, where 
one player can play against an- 
other via online connection using 
one of the available characters; 
Kabal, Skarlet, Scorpion, Jade, 
and Baraka. The online was 
praised for its low lag during 
matches, lack of disconnected 
games, and low wait times to find 
another player. 

The other features available 
included a local offline tower 
mode, which saw the player fight 
against an AI opponent of each of 
the five available fighters. Also 
available was the cosmetic cus- 

_ tomization portion of characters. 

While the beta has received 


was somebody in entertainment 
was shaken up by the breaking 
news. Asghedom, was more than 
just a rapper, in interviews he 
would speak about bringing back 
commerce to his community and 
how to not fall victim to record 
executives and how to profit 
off of the music rappers/song- 
writers worked so hard to come 
up with and give to the world. 
Asghedom had just come off of 
a grammy-nominated rap album 
and was also in the process of 
working on a documentary about 
the life of Dr. Sebi who was a 
Honduran herbalist and self-pro- 
claimed healer, who had claimed 
he cured the aids virus. 
Household name artist like 
Drake, Snoop Dogg, Rihanna, 
Rick Ross, etc. all took to social 
media platforms to speak on the 
terrible news and on how much 
Nipsey Hussle really meant to 
not only the rap community but 
the African-American commu- 
nity as well. These mainstream 
artists were not the only ones 
showing love and sending out 
prayers to the late rapper’s fami- 
ly. Anybody who was a fan of his 
music or even the music industry 
displayed their pain and condo- 
lences on social media as well, by 
uploading posts and stories of the 
rapper’s music and knowledge- 
able interviews and quotes. 
Susan Martinez, a Northern 
Essex student and California na- 


criticism from some members 
of the Fighting Game Commu- 
nity about specific gameplay 
elements or mechanics, like the 
lack of mobility options or the 
strength of some defensive tools, 
the beta was widely regarded as 
a successful display of what is 
to come from NetherRealm Stu- 
dios. 

In regard to MK11, top fight- 
ing game competitor “SonicFox” 
tweeted that NetherRealm Stu- 
dios “has created something spe- 
cial. I think this game is actually 
going to be one of the greatest 
fighting games in existence...”. 
This is high praise from some- 
one who has won multiple presti- 
gious tournaments across multi- 
ple different fighting games. 

Even to the casual viewer 
the care for production value is 
evident. Student Faith Barrett 
was shown gameplay footage to 
which she said, “for someone 
who only knows a little about 
Mortal Kombat, this game looks 
awesome”. A great looking game 
is a positive experience for both 
players and spectators alike. 

The developers of Mortal 
Kombat are eagerly looking for 
input from those who played the 
beta as to how the game can be 
improved, which makes players 
like influential content creator 
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He would speak about bringing back com- 
merce to his community and how to not 
. fall victim to record executives. 


: 79 


tive was hurt but also shocked 
something like this could happen 
to such a good person, “hurts to 
know things like that can happen 
when you’re such a positive fig- 
ure in the city and community.” 
Even if you were not a Nipsey 
Hussle fan, his positive messag- 


es and his attempts to teach the - 


youth in the minority population 
resonated within many. Northern 
Essex student, Eric Mejia who 
loves rap music states “it’s just 
sad that the hip-hop community 
lost another great role model for 
all of us.” Mejia goes on to say 
“we’ve lost rappers in 2018 and 
they will definitely be missed but 
for someone like Nipsey to go out 
the way he did; it left me with a 


MORTAL 


“MaximilianDood” very excited 
with the direction of the game 
moving forward. “Maximilian- 
Dood” encourages other players 
along with himself to speak up 
about what they like and dislike 


heavy heart.” 

A lot of people in the rap indus- 
try compared the loss of Nipsey 
Hussle to the loss of late rappers 
Biggie Smalls and Tupac Shakur. 
Angel Pimentel, another North- 
ern Essex student is trying to 
look for the light in this unfortu- 
nate situation, “Nipsey was good 
for not only rap fans but also the 
minorities around the world. We 
have to continue to inspire each 
other to do better and make sure 
his knowledge and messages live 
on through all of us.” 

Since Sunday, there has been 
a vigil held in front of Asghe- 
dom’s store and some artist have 
even taken it into their own hands 
and have held vigils in their re- 


with the game so that the devel- 
opers can make the best gam 
possible. , 
Mortal Kombat 11 is set to 
release for all systems on April 
23, and is already confirmed to 
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spective cities for the 33 year 
old rapper. As of Tuesday, April 
2nd the Los Angeles Police De- 
partment has one suspect by the 
name of Eric Holder in custody 
for the murder. No news has been 


‘released if whether or not Holder 


is indeed the alleged killer of the 
South Central native. 

Nipsey Hussle was a solid 
individual, who was showing us 
how to invest back into our com- 
munities and ourselves. To lose 
someone so talented and special 
to senseless gun violence does 
not make any sense, but it is our 
responsibility to continue to work 
as hard as he did to live out his 
message and guide each other in 
the right direction. 


Players test their might with MK 11 


a nag 


HAT 


feature in the prestigious fight- 
ing game event, The Evolution 
Championship Series, occurrin 
in early August. 


